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ALBERT AND MARY LASKER FOUNDATION ELECTS  
SHINYA YAMANAKA TO ITS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
(New York, May 14, 2026)— The Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation today announced the election of 
Lasker Laureate and Nobel Prize Laureate Shinya Yamanaka, M.D., Ph.D. – a renowned pioneer in stem 
cell research – to the organization’s Board of Directors. 
 
“We are incredibly pleased to welcome this global biomedical research leader to the Lasker Foundation 
Board,” said Lasker Board Chair Elizabeth Nabel, M.D. “His bold and innovative research in stem cell 
biology transformed our understanding of developmental biology. His life-long commitment to scientific 
excellence aligns with the continuing mission of the Lasker Foundation to improve human health by 
increasing support for biomedical research.” 
 
“Shinya Yamanaka embodies exactly the spirit of scientific innovation and human impact that the Lasker 
Foundation was built to celebrate,” said Claire Pomeroy, M.D., M.B.A., President and CEO of the Lasker 
Foundation. “His groundbreaking research has reshaped the landscape of regenerative medicine, and his 
dedication to translating discovery into treatments for patients is an inspiration to scientists worldwide.” 
 
In 2006, Yamanaka discovered that adult somatic cells can be reprogrammed into an embryonic-like 
pluripotent state by delivering specific transcription factors, now famously known as the “Yamanaka 
Factors.” These induced pluripotent stem (iPS) cells are generated by modifying just four key genes and, 
with additional factors, can be differentiated into heart, brain, blood, liver, pancreas, and other cell types. 
This discovery was revolutionary not only scientifically but ethically, as it offered a path forward for stem 
cell research that bypassed the need for human embryos. These iPS cells have proven invaluable as tools 
for disease modeling, drug screening, and cell therapy, and continue to be used to investigate the 
mechanisms of cell fate determination, the reprogramming process, and pluripotency. 
 
Yamanaka’s significant scientific breakthrough resulted in his receiving the 2009 Albert Lasker Basic 
Medical Research Award, recognizing his discoveries concerning nuclear reprogramming, the process 
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that instructs specialized adult cells to form early stem cells, creating the potential to become any type of 
mature cell for experimental or therapeutic purpose. In 2012, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine. His many other honors include the Millennium Technology Award (2012), Wolf 
Prize in Medicine (2011), the Kyoto Prize for Advanced Technology (2010), March of Dimes Prize 
(2010), Gairdner International Award (2009), Shaw Prize (2008), and the Robert Koch Award (2008). 
 
Today, Yamanaka serves as a professor and Director Emeritus of the Center for iPS Cell Research and 
Application (CiRA) at Kyoto University, as well as a senior investigator at the Gladstone Institutes in San 
Francisco and a professor of anatomy at the University of California, San Francisco. He is also a past 
president of the International Society for Stem Cell Research. 
 
About the Lasker Foundation: Established in 1942 by Albert and Mary Lasker, The Lasker Foundation 
seeks to increase support for biomedical research by celebrating the power of biomedical science to save 
and improve human lives. Through its internationally renowned Lasker Awards, educational initiatives, 
and public advocacy, the Foundation recognizes the most important achievements in science and public 
service, supports and encourages the scientific leaders of tomorrow, and raises awareness of the ever-
present need for research funding. The Foundation is committed to inspiring robust and sustained support 
for biomedical research, fueled by Mary Lasker’s call to action: “If you think research is expensive, try 
disease!” More information at laskerfoundation.org. 
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