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LASKER FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES WINNERS OF 2026 VIDEO CONTEST 
 

Winning videos to be published in partnership with The Journal of Clinical Investigation 
 

(New York, July 15, 2026) The Lasker Foundation today announced the six winners of their first Video 

Contest, marking the Foundation's transition from a written essay contest to a video format. Biomedical 

graduate students and health professions trainees were invited to describe a biomedical research question 

they are studying or would like to explore, and how it could be addressed to benefit science and patients 

in the future.. The six winning videos highlighted diverse research questions that intrigue these early-

career scientists.  

 

As part of a continuing partnership with The Journal of Clinical Investigation (JCI), the winning videos 

will be featured in JCI's July 2026 edition and on the Lasker Foundation website. This year, the 

Foundation received 124 submissions across 15 countries. Each of the six winners will receive a $5,000 

stipend, directed to their university, to be used for educational expenses. The winners will also be invited 

to the annual Lasker Awards Foundation Luncheon in September. 

 

The 2026 Lasker Foundation Video Contest Winners:  

• Max Bucklan / Duke University, “Breaking Down Brain Disease Complexity Brick by Brick” 

explains how RNA variants can drive complex brain diseases and how new technologies could 

enable targeted therapies. 

• Lindsey Ramirez / University of Illinois College of Medicine, “Understanding the Effects of 

Alcohol on Behavior” investigates why some individuals experience stronger positive effects 

from alcohol than others by examining brain activity and gene expression in a brain region 

associated with addiction and withdrawal. 

• Mark Sorin / McGill University, “Predicting Lung Cancer Recurrence Using Artificial 

Intelligence” presents a tumor-mapping algorithm that predicts with 95% accuracy whether lung 

cancer will recur after surgery, helping to guide more effective therapeutic interventions. 
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• Colette Benko / Stanford University, “Cellfies: How Cells Communicate with the Immune 

System” explores how cells select which peptide to display and what environmental factors might 

help determine peptide selection, with implications for treating autoimmune diseases and cancer. 

• Dimitri Seneviratne / University of Kansas School of Medicine, “Using Strategies from a 

Video Game to Overcome Barriers of a Solid Cancer Tumor’s Microenvironment in CAR-T Cell 

Therapy” proposes using methods inspired by tower-defense video games to develop novel 

approaches for deploying CAR T-cell therapies against solid tumors. 

• Sai Krishna Bhamidipati / University of California San Diego, “Mapping the Brain’s 

Stoplight System” studies inhibitory neurons in the brain to better understand disorders such as 

epilepsy, schizophrenia, and severe anxiety, with the goal of developing precision therapies for 

patients suffering from these neurological conditions. 

 

“Early-career scientists have so much to offer, not only as researchers but as communicators of their own 

work,” said Claire Pomeroy, MD, MBA, President of the Lasker Foundation. “This year, we invited this 

next generation of scientific leaders to share their ideas in a new platform, through video, and the results 

were extraordinary. The winning videos highlight the vital importance of communication on new 

platforms to reach all forms of audiences, a skill critical to the future of biomedical research.” 

 

The 2026 contest was open to medical school students, interns, residents, and fellows; doctoral students 

and postdoctoral fellows in biomedical sciences; and graduate students in public health or other health 

professions programs from around the world. 

 

The winning videos are available on the Lasker Foundation website and within JCI’s July 15, 2026 issue. 

 

About the Lasker Foundation – Established in 1942 by Albert and Mary Lasker, The Lasker 

Foundation seeks to increase support for biomedical research by celebrating the power of biomedical 

science to save and improve human lives. Through its internationally renowned Lasker Awards, 

educational initiatives, and public advocacy, the Foundation recognizes the most important achievements 

in science and public service, supports and encourages the scientific leaders of tomorrow, and raises 

awareness of the ever-present need for research funding. The Foundation is committed to inspiring robust 

and sustained support for biomedical research, fueled by Mary Lasker’s call to action: “If you think 

research is expensive, try disease!” More information at laskerfoundation.org. 

 

About The Journal of Clinical Investigation -- The Journal of Clinical Investigation (JCI) is a premier 

journal that publishes peer-reviewed research in basic and clinical biomedical science that advances our 

understanding of disease and the practice of medicine. The JCI is led by Editor in Chief Elizabeth 

McNally, MD, PhD, and a distinguished academic editorial board of active investigators who evaluate 

submissions from around the world for exceptional scientific rigor and importance to the field. Published 

since 1924, the JCI is among the longest established research journals, and all articles are freely available 

to the research community and the public. The JCI is published by the American Society for Clinical 

Investigation, a nonprofit society for physician-scientists founded in 1908. More information at 

https://www.jci.org. 
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